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JORDIN SPARKS Headlines Special Prom Night 
 For Students with Disabilities and Life-Threatening Illnesses 

The House, Inc.Õs 4th ANNUAL CINDERELLA BALL   
Presented by the Willard InterContinental Hotel  

 
 

Washington, DC, May 30, 2009 -- The House, Inc., a Virginia-based non-profit organization 
investing in the lives of Northern Virginia students in 4th-12th grades, held their 4th Annual ÔA 
Cinderella BallÕ, presented by The Willard InterContinental Hotel,  for students with disabilities 
and life threatening illnesses tonight at the Willard in Washington, DC.  
 
More than 100 students with special needs attended this year’s ‘A Cinderella Ball.’  These very special 
kids, from across the DC Metro area, have serious disabilities and life threatening illnesses that would 
generally prevent them from attending one of high school’s most memorable events – The Prom.  In 
order to “give back”, The House, Inc.’s staff works tirelessly through the year to raise money and 
support to provide  this magical night for some of  the Washington DC metro area’s most special 
students. 
 
This year, the Ball’s presenting sponsor, The Willard InterContinental Hotel, not only hosted the event, 
but donated the Grand Ball Room.  Greenworks, the official florist of the Willard, donated all of the 
floral arrangements for the event.  The students selected their prom dresses, jewelry, socks, ties and 
other accessories from donations made to The House.  They were also given gift bags with make-up 
and hair accessories to complete their “prom look.” 
 
The evening began as the students and their families entered the Cinderella Ball through the United 
States Marine Corps sword arch on the Red Carpet.  Highlights of the evening included a live 
performance from recording artist and 2007 American Idol Winner Jordin Sparks and an inspirational 
speech from best-selling author, Kyle Maynard, as well as outstanding achievements and awards given 
to several very special students. 
 
Distinguished guests to ‘A Cinderella Ball’ included soldiers of the Warrior Transition Brigade (WTB) 
from Walter Reed Army Medical Center, among whom was the triple amputee, SGT Luis Rosa-
Valentine, who led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
"The combination of this Five Star location, celebrity entertainment and public support will ensure a 
lasting memory for our students and their families as we face tomorrow today,” said Helen 
McCormick, President of The House, Inc. 
 
Jordin Sparks, the 2007 winner of “American Idol” who has gone on to become a successful, award-
winning recording artist, met guests, signed autographs, and performed a live concert for the students 
and their families.  The Jonas Brothers, while on their World Tour, welcomed the students and their 
families attending by video and thanked The House, Inc. for their hard work and commitment to 
improving the lives of students 



Kyle Maynard is an ESPY Award winner and author of the New York Times bestseller No Excuses. 
Kyle was born a congenital amputee without forearms or legs below the knees but has found the secret 
to living a full and active life, and he shared his compelling story. 
 
Kyle presented the 4th Annual “No Excuses” Award to Stella Jackson, a high school senior with 
Cerebral Palsy for overcoming obstacles and determination to finish school.  She accepted the award 
and thanked The House with the assistance of a computer attached to her wheelchair that she uses to 
communicate.   
 
The FBI's Washington, DC Field Office, (WFO) chose several disenfranchised youth from The House, 
Inc. for admission in its FBI Future Workforce Internship Program this summer.  A Representative 
from The Bureau presented these surprise awards on stage before the live concert. 
 
The Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation awarded two students guests at the Ball a scholarship  
to attend The House, Inc.'s Summer Camp for eleven weeks.  "The competition for funds was  
extremely fierce, said Joe Canose, Vice President, Quality of Life.  The Reeve award was made on the 
enthusiastic recommendation of the Reeve Foundation Board's Quality of Life Committee.   
 
"We are thrilled to be the presenting sponsor of the Cinderella Ball, and honored to provide these 
special young men and women with a well-deserved, extraordinary prom experience", said Hervé 
Houdré, General Manager, Willard InterContinental Hotel."   
 
A leader in Sustainable Hospitality, the Willard InterContinental “pays it forward” hosting this ball and 
myriad charitable efforts via its award winning Sustainable Hospitality philosophy which bases its 
business model on the “Three Ps”- People, Profit Planet, visit www.willarddc.com/sd. 
 
 The House, Incorporated, A Student Leadership Center located at 14000 Crown Court, Suite 105, 
Woodbridge, Virginia, conducts before and after-school, summer camp day programs, and weekend 
evening activities, and is founder of ‘A Cinderella Ball’ for disenfranchised middle and high school 
students in the greater Washington, DC area.  For more information, please visit www.thehouse-
inc.com.  Since opening in the fall of 2005, The House has had over 60,000 student visits.  
  
SUCCESS Magazine featured President Helen McCormick and The House in November 2008, while 
The Washington Post, Washington Times, Fox, and ABC have also featured the work of The 
House. The House, Inc. is a not-for-profit, 501(c)3 organization, and all donations are tax deductible. 
 
For more information, please visit  www.thehouse-inc.com. 
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