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A Student Leadership Center

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

THE HOUSE ANNOUNCES THE WILLARD InterContinental, washington, D.C.
to Host4th ANNUAL CINDERELLA BALL Saturday, May 30, 2009.
Jordin Sparks and Kyle Maynard to Headline Event

Washington DC, March 26, 2009 -- Spring is prom time, except for a largely overlooked group of students
who rarely experience that thrill because of their developmental disability or a life-threatening illness. The HouseO:
Fourth Annual Cinderella Ball, Saturday, May 30, 2009 at 6pm is an evening designed especially for middle and high
school students with disabilities.

Helen McCormick, president of The House, Incorporated, recognized that disabled students, though
mainstreamed in academics with average kids, are side-lined in school social activities. The Cinderella Ball was born
for students who must strive even harder to make their dreams come true.

The Cinderella Ball offers an atmosphere designed for disabled students at their ability level to participate to
their utmost. Young lady student guests receive donated prom gowns and elegant accessories, and the young men
receive silk ties, socks and handkerchiefs.

Parents whose hopes for their son or daughter were dashed by medical bills, their childOs handicap othe
lifelong dependency of their child share the joy and the beauty of the fantasy evening at the Willard InterContinental
Hotel, in Washington, DC, a setting truly worthy of Cinderella or Prince Charming.

The evening will highlight live presentations by recording artist, Jordin Sparks, and ESPY Award Winner,
Kyle Maynard.

Jordin Sparks, the 2007 winner of OAmerican diol® who has gone on to become a successful, award winning
recording artist, will perform a private concert, meet guests, and sign autographs.

Kyle Maynard is an ESPY Award Winner and author of the New York Times bestseller No Excuses. Kyle
was born a congenital amputee without forearms or legs below the knees, but has found the secret to living a full
and active life, and he will be sharing his compelling story.

This will be KyleOs fourthCinderella Ball appearance, an event he truly believes in. OReryone in life has
obstacles to overcome,O Kyle said. OIf it werenOt for people in my Wemy parents, coaches, teachers, and friends b
and my faith in God, | wouldnOt be where | am today. 1tOs people like those at The House, with their events like et
Cinderella Ball, who are making the needed difference in studentsO lives.O

Kyle will also present the fourth annual ONo ExcusesO award to a student fotheir accomplishments and
determination in overcoming obstacles.

Ol need everyoneOs help in heighténg the publicOs awareness and invitation to join the work to improve the
lives of students. We ask your assistance in collecting formal dresses and tuxes of all sizes and accessories that
provide the finishing touch to the Cinderella Ball. Our young men will receive shoe shines from our militaryOs finest
In addition, gifts of socks and silk ties are being donated. We provide the free gift of dresses, shoes, jewelry, ties
and other gifts to our student guests,O said McCormick.



The Willard InterContinentalOs general ranager and regional vice president, HervZ HoudrZ, and his staff, lay
down the red carpet at their Pennsylvania Avenue entrance where Marines from Quantico Marine Base form a sword
arch over the sidewalk for each arriving student. Student representatives from The House, Inc. and Willard staff
escort these V.I.P.Os to their seats in the Grand Ballroom where a carefully selected menu of Willard specialties i
served. OWe are thrilled to suppor Helen McCormick and the wonderful young men and women who benefit from
the fine work of The House, Inc.,0 said Mr. Houd?. OThis project aligns perfectly with our hotelOs philosophy
Sustainability, which includes the support of our local community in such worthy efforts.O

OThe combination of this luxurious, worldclass venue and its professional and attentive staff delights our
special guests and makes the Willard the ideal host for our event,OMcCormick said. OTogether, The Willard and The
House are committed to elevating the status and community awareness of disabled students and their families.O

Motivated by their joint commitment and combined resources, The Willard and The House define a power
critical to creating better opportunities for children.

Individuals and Corporations wanting to support the Cinderella Ball are welcome to call 703-928-1402 or
571-237-5860 for more information. The House, Inc. is a not-for-profit, 501(c)3 organization, and all donations are
tax deductible.

The House, Incorporated, A Student Leadership Center located at 14000 Crown Court, Suite 105, Woodbridge, Virginia, conducts before and after-school , weekend
evening, and summer camp day programs for underserved middle and high school students in the greater Washington DC area. For more information, please visit
www.thehouse-inc.com. Since opening in the fall of 2005, The House has had over 60,000 student visits.

SUCCESS Magazine featured President, Helen McCormick and The House in the November 2008, while The Washington Post, Washington Times and Fox have also
featured the work of The House.

The Willard InterContinental is located in the heart of the nation's capital on Pennsylvania Avenue near the White House, the Smithsonian museums and the
downtown business and theatre districts. The Willard epitomizes world-class hospitality as the hotel of choice for heads of state and leaders of the world's business,
cultural, social and political elite. The hotel's 332 well appointed large guestrooms include 40 elegant suites. Dining options include The Willard Room fine dining
restaurant and CafZ du Parc, the popular French bistro with seasonal outdoor seating and traditional Afternoon Tea in Peacock Alley. The luxurious, | Spa at the
Willard offers a wide array of pampering treatments. The classic Willard InterContinental combines heritage and luxury with contemporary comfort and the latest
technology. An American institution, the Willard has hosted nearly every U.S. president since 1853. It was at the Willard that Julia Ward Howe wrote The Battle Hymn
of the Republic, where President Ulysses S. Grant popularized the term OLobbyist,0 and where Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King finished his renowned "I Have a Drearr
speech. www.willard.intercontinental.com.

Recently awarded the International Hotel & Restaurant Association's Environmental Award for Sustainability, and the CondZ Nast Traveler 2008 World Saver Finalist
Award, the Willard has embarked on a Sustainability program entitled, "Willard InterContinental - The Next 100 Years." The holistic plan is comprised of nhumerous
interwoven sustainable projects designed for a luxurious urban hospitality experience in harmony with social and ecological consciousness. Please visit
www.willarddc.com/sd, a useful guide to the WillardOs sustainability programs.

The House, Inc., 14000 Crown Court, Suite 105 Woodbridge, VA 22193 www.thehouse-inc.com 703.928.1402



